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National Flood Insurance Act 

• Established by Congress in 1968 

• Created the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
– Provides flood insurance to property owners, renters and businesses  

– Works with communities required to adopt and enforce floodplain 
management regulations in order to help mitigate flooding effects 
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National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 

• Barnstable became a NFIP community in 1976  

• Title 44 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) defines NFIP 
requirements 

• Rules are defined by Congress and FEMA administers the 
program 

• State federally-mandated floodplain protection provisions are 
defined in regulations including: 

– Building Code, Environmental Code, Wetlands Regulations, 
and Drinking Water Regulations 
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National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 

• Each NFIP community must also                                                                   

have local regulations that describe                                                          

and direct development within                                               

floodplains 

• The Town of Barnstable’s rules are                                           

established within the Floodplain                                                      

District Ordinance  
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Model Bylaw 
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Summary of the Text Amendment 

• No modifications are proposed to the Flood Insurance Rate 
(FIRM) map 

• Defining the purpose of the Floodplain District 

• Establishing the Building Commissioner as the official 
Floodplain Administrator for the Town 

• Incorporation of definitions 

 
• This effort was achieved through close coordination with the Barnstable 

County Floodplain Specialist & Community Rating System (CRS) 
Coordinator to ensure that all applicable modifications have been made in 
order to comply with the updated NFIP requirements 
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Town Council Item 2022-073  

• Introduction at Town Council 

 

• Planning Board Public Hearing 

 

• Town Council  Public Hearing 
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• Vote: “No zoning ordinance or amendment thereto shall be 
adopted or changed except by a two-thirds vote of all the 
members of the Town Council” 

 


